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PREFACE.

ertaking the present edition of the Medini

rules which I proposed to myself ar& as

se the text on a careful collation of four

nd a printed copy, a short notine of which

> given farther on.

e the results of this collation in notes at

ot of the page. ‘

s¢b generally one among many readings that
the identioal signification.

nber separately the couplets of each of the

onsonants, so as to facilitate reference.

lain. and annotate those words which seem

e of misleading the uninitiated. ]

ir Mss. which T have madg use of, were all

n East Bengal. Two of these are written on
s and, though without dates, aro very old
pte. One of these two has also been much,
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eaten by insects and unquestionably bears the
time, The othet;, though fresh and entirs, seen
marginal notes and oorrections to have been
down through many generations. The “third
tained from one of the Toals of Vieramapt
ancient seat of Sanskritliterature in East Beng
it has been found the worst of all. The four
‘different. The printed copy was obtained f
Sanskrit college library, but in point of accura
been found inferior by far to the first two.
Notwithstanding all these materials, I
presume to say that I have been always ablo
titute a text free from faults ; far less to give
and uniform orthography. It is not knov
whother any commentary was evor Written o
'its want has been very. much folt. In order t
wever, palpable blanders and to ascertainth
_ .8 of the texts of the maﬁﬁu'scripts, Professo
Sanskrit dictionary has been throughout
. The Amara Cosh, tho Haldyudha by Professo
Bothlingk and Roth's Sanskrit worterbuc
Sabddrtha Muctdbali have also been often 1
As rogards orthography it requires t
tioned that, whenever two different ways
are offered, our anthor uses both of the

shewing any preference to either, In the
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. (@) he is often found at variance with Wilson ai
ers.
To the students of Sanskrit, the importance of ti
dint can mot be overrated. It forms, as it were,
pliment to the justly celebrated Amara Cosha ; the
treating of the synonyms, and the other of t,
myms, and both together form nearly a complte
krit dictionary. It is arranged according to alplia-
al order by final consonants and syllabic lengths,
;hus facilitates reference, which is seldom found ir
r dictionaries. It is written in verse like mo:
krit vocabularies to aid the memory ; anushiu
e is generally used, but dryd and other metres ar
and then employed. Referring to our autho;
“wor H. H. Wilson says * ¢ The work of thi
» iz an excollent diotionary of homonymou
, arranged accord‘igg‘ to their final letters ana
syllabic lengths and then further disposed wiil.
»etical precision, It is a compilation of great
1cy and high authority, and constitutes, after the
w Chsha, the basis and bulk of my labours. ” In
 is a book of unquestionable acguracy and useful-

and its present edition, imperfec{: as it is, ]

Wilson’s Sanskrit Diet. preface 1st. edit.
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fidently trust, will not prove altogethor unacceptal
the students of Sanskrit.

Medint Cdra, the author of the dictionary, i
yme and nothing more. “He ( Udayana Achdry
hines ” says Professor Cowell, * « like onc of -
Xed stars in India’s literary firmament, but
slelscope can discover any appreciable diameter ;
e isa point of light, but wie can detect the
aothing that belongs to our carth or material ¢

snee.” This can also be said of Medini Cura. We k

sthing of his life. Tts details, like those of near]

id Sanskrit writers, are a blank, and even the ces

i which he flourished is an unsettled point in th

“ry of Sanskrit literature, In the colophon our a

lls himself Modini Cara, son of ono Prdna C

ud nothing more. From the discriminative appe

‘Cara,” Professor Wilson inferred that he belon

e Cdyastha class; but there are families of the |

‘rlass, which pass as well under the same appe

gnd considering the }espcctivc positions of th

! classes in theancient Sanskrit literary world, it

[

& Preface to the Kusumanjali,

1 1n one Ms. Panduna cara.,
3
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bable that he belonged to the latter ratl
the former class. .
have no direct evidence by which we can 1
tainty the time in which he flourished, We a
o driven to the other alternative of ascertainin
as possible by indirect means, It is only by¥
s o qua as well as a lerminus ad quem that wt
a great extent remove our chronological
nty. It has been ascertained with some certain-
Mahes'wara Achdrya, the author of the, Vise

t, lived in the commencement of the twel”
omX

. and PVrihaspati, surnamed mucute or
Raya mucuta mani, wrote his excellent « .
7 on the Amara Cosha, called Pada Chanrdricé
:532nd year of the Caliyuga which corresponds
D. 1430. { In the closing section of his work
Cdra cites the Vis wapracas's and he is quotec
a mucuta. We have then only thiee centuries
1 the ages of Maheswara and Ry wewee.

time of Medint Cdra,

interval could be still more contracted, if we
im between Gobardhana Achdrye whom he alsc

ilson’s Sanskrit Dict. preface 1st. edit.
Iebrookes Essay Asiatic Resoarehes Vol. VIL p. 215.
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}s in the colophon and Rdya mucuta, '
ifident! 3which Gobardhana 4ehdrya flourished is
the ISt‘3,}15' fixed at tho end of the twelfth centw
Med"éginning of the thirteenth century, * W
e aderefore, be far wrong, if we'fix his age |
hines " 8 \teonth and fourteenth centuries. Tt s
Xed S‘t’t’;re'cch of imagination to sapposo that}
o SCOI)i)een an clderly contemporary of Wycliffe.
1808 § My obligations arc due to Pandits
aothinér,{‘} viratna and* Jaganmohana Tarkalankér
mee” T grrected the proof-sheets,
sthing of —w
Id Sanskrif -

c
+ whi “November 21, 1868.

Daccea, |
f S.N. M.

' ’TY‘,
s i
od n¢ |
Cardy
he €

plass;
i
IR
class
:

* Preface to the A/ryasaptasati. edited in §
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